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We are constantly bombarded with home renovating shows, fabulous blogs and websites filled with images of beautiful homes and if you’re a renter that’s when it hits you…home ownership envy.  But that doesn’t mean you need to be totally limited in your design choices.  Here are 8 ideas to help make your rental your home without getting in trouble.




Refresh the window treatment




Not liking the outdated plastic vertical blinds consider replacing them with new venetians, cordless blinds or curtains, but remember don’t chuck out the old blinds as you’ll need to reinstall them when you go to leave and of course make sure you dont make any new holes in the wall when installing your new window treatment.




If you have your heart set on shutters it may be worth approaching your agent and asking whether the landlord would be prepared to go halves with you to install the shutters.  You get to enjoy them while you are there and they get to keep them when you leave.  This is great win / win situation. 




Add some green living




Plants and flowers give an instant lift to any space so add them to your kitchen and living room.  It’s clichéd to say they bring life to a room but it’s true, plus they have the added bonus of helping to clean the air and remove toxins.  Cleaning the air and making it your own is a nice feeling especially if loads of other people have lived in there before you.




Don’t just limit your plants to the living room, add them into your bathroom too.  Many plants, like cactus’, love the climate of a warm room and thrive in bathroom spaces.




Decorate the walls




Peel and stick vinyl stickers, called decals, which are super popular at the moment can be found it loads of interior stores and online.  They come in all different colours and designs and are relatively inexpensive.  They can be easily added and removed and a great way to add detail to your wall without damaging the paint underneath.




Another trick is use removable wallpaper and to create a feature wall.  Made out of self-adhesive wall sticker fabric – it looks and feels like traditional wallpaper but you can easily DIY it as it requires no glue, no water and no tradesperson.  Then when it is time to move, the removable wallpaper will peel off without leaving any residue or damaging the surface – making it a landlord friendly option.
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Storage




Many rental properties lack storage which can make your home feel cluttered and messy.  A good idea is to add furniture or accessories that can help with storage as well as making a statement.  




A television cabinet with storage helps create order in the home, a coffee table with a lid and storage inside is handy to place items you don’t use a lot and a bookshelf is an ideal piece to balance decoration with storage.  Consider mixing the bookshelves up by displaying items of different shapes and sizes.  Group books together in colour order and have other shelves dedicated to displaying some of your favourite items – it’s as simple as that.




Add some artwork




Most landlords are not keen on their tenants drilling holes in the walls but you can use removable, self-adhesive hooks to hang your favourite piece.  Just check what weight they can hold as they do vary.  




If you’re renting an older property you may be lucky enough to have picture rails.  This idea has been around since the 15th century, but it enables you to hang pictures from a moveable hook that can hold substantial weight and doesn’t damage the wall’s surface.  Keep in mind heavy items may require 2 hooks. Of course fire place mantels are also good to place art work, candles, a plant and some personal knick knacks.




If you can’t hang anything on the walls, consider decorating from the floor up.  A large mirror works well leaning against the wall as do prints, an old ladder with colourful scarves, bags and rugs also look great and adds a piece of interest




Add some personal flooring




If your rental’s flooring is ugly and your landlord isn’t keen to fix it, a good way to improve the look is to add a large neutral rug to cover the space and then add some colour and texture with layered rugs on top.  A runner in a hall way can change the whole feel of an entrance or hallway leading to bedrooms and is relatively in-expensive.




Add a vignette




A what??? I hear you say. A vignette is a grouping of objects.  It is usually made up of homewares such as a vase or bowl, some flowers and other natural elements, mementos and art and craft.  They help to add personality to a space, to bring it to life.  So find your favourite things that you have collected over the years and group them together to create a little display.  These work well in the living room, on a dining table, in a bathroom and in your bedroom.




Upgrade the light fixtures




Rentals often come with some very ugly lighting and while it is probably not practical to change all the light fittings, spending some time and money upgrading those that are in high traffic rooms can make a big difference.  If you have bare bulbs or ugly pendants an easy way to refresh these is to replace the shades.  Don’t throw anything away, as upon leaving, you might be asked to “make good” and restore the property back to the same condition as when you moved in




Table lamps positioned in a hall or on a side table can create a homely feel and add some character and personality to your space.
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A property, whether it’s your family home, first home, investment or something in between, is often your most valuable asset.  As a real estate agent is responsible for the sale of your home, choosing the right one is a big decision.




Their connections, local market knowledge and real estate expertise play an important role in ensuring you get the sales results you desire in the shortest time possible.




To ensure you’re choosing the best agent for the job, it pays to ask pertinent questions. You’ll need to feel comfortable with whomever you select when selling real estate.




What have you sold recently?




This will enable you to not only see their success rate, but also the kinds of homes they’re selling. For example, if you’re selling your two bedroom house, you won’t want an agent that has predominantly been selling units.




How long have you been selling real estate and do you have any references from previous clients?
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A good real estate agent will happily provide you with a list of previous clients that you can speak with. If not, then you know that something might be amiss.




Can you show me your licence and registration?




Sounds like something an American cop would say in a tacky TV show right? Only ask this if you’re unable to find their licence details online with your relevant state authority. All real estate agents must go through a stringent licensing process before they are legally allowed to practice – the penalties for working without one are worse than being caught operating a car without a drivers licence.




How would you sell my house and why?




There are several ways to sell a home, and all have their strengths and weaknesses depending on the local market. Asking this question is a good way to gauge the agent’s knowledge of the property market, with your area in particular




For example: “I would sell your home by auction, as figures from last week show that homes in your area sold with an 80 per cent success rate.”




What advertising and marketing do you recommend?




Most of the time, the marketing of your home comes out of your pocket so you want to be clear on what you’re actually paying for. Discuss the different options available, how they would like to advertise your property and how much this will cost.




How much do you think my home is worth?




This is probably the question you’re most interested in! Be wary of agents that give you an unrealistic price – if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is. Ask what their opinion of market value is based on, as well as some examples of similar homes that have sold.




How long do you think it will be on the market?




This will give you an idea of the agent’s expectations. You can compare it to the current average market time in your area to gain a better understanding. If you don’t want to wait to sell you house Grand Prairie Tx, contact us at 866-350-6769




What’s your commission?




Find out how much the agent will charge you for their services, and then ask them to justify their fees – especially if they’re more expensive than other agents. Remember that you’re not looking for the cheapest, but the one who will offer you the most for their costs.




What makes you different?




With this question, you leave it to the agents to seal the deal and sell themselves. They’ll be able to tell you why they’re better than their competition, both as an agent and agency.




Do you host open for inspections?




This will show you how committed they are to selling your property – which is important
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